On Eagle’s Wings
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life
Say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”
The snare of the fowler will never capture you
And famine will bring you no fear
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield
You need not fear the terror of the night
Nor the arrow that flies by day
Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come
For to His angels He's given a command
To guard you in all of your ways
Upon their hands they will bear you up
Lest you dash your foot against a stone
And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of His hand
And hold you, hold you in the palm of His hand
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Lester Laverne Fister was born in Bengough, Saskatchewan, on August 25, 1948. He grew up
in Big Beaver for the first two years of his life while his father, Melvin, and his mother, Tillie,
tended the corner store. In 1950, the family moved to East Poplar where the Fisters would run
the General Store and the Post Office. Lester grew up in East Poplar and attended school in
Coronach. In 1961, after Lester’s father passed away, Lester began working for different farmers
in the Bengough, Big Beaver and Coronach areas. He moved to Regina, worked during the day
and went to school to receive his GED. After some time, Lester moved to BC to work in the
mines of the interior. He did very well for himself. He always worked hard and expected the
men who worked under his tutelage to work as hard as he did. He was a perfectionist in his
work and expected the same in return. From the mines, he took an interest in carpentry. He
registered as a student at BCVI and received his International Journeyman Ticket in Carpentry.
He worked on many high-rise buildings, bridges, churches, shopping malls and leisure centres.
He worked in all three Western provinces and was a proud member of the Carpenters’ Union
Local 1985 of Saskatchewan. He would have been receiving his 45 year member pin this year.
In 1977, Lester returned to Big Beaver to farm. It was during the long weekend of September
that he was introduced to Nicole Labelle, one of the new teachers at Bengough School. He
asked her out on a date and, as the story goes, the rest is history. They went out together for
one year before becoming engaged in June of '78 and were married in Big Beaver on July 20,
1979. They have been together for 43 years and married for 41 of those years. Farming in the
early ‘80’s was not looking profitable so Lester and Nicole decided that he should return to his
love of Carpentry while Nicole stayed in Bengough to teach. Lester travelled to the different
job sites around Alberta and Saskatchewan to work. Lester continued to work with the Car-
penters’ Union until his health began to deteriorate. Lester enjoyed tinkering, building things,
helping out his friends, playing Whist, and collecting eagles. He enjoyed collecting antiques
and you could often find him at auction bidding on any variety of items. Lester passed away
peacefully on March 19, 2021 at the Regina General Hospital with his beloved wife by his side.
Lester is survived by his loving wife Nicole (nee Labelle) Fister; brother Terry (Valerie) Fister,
sister Shirley (Warren) Ulmer, brother Calvin Fister; mother-in-law Irene Labelle, brother-in-
law Robert (Linda) Labelle, brother-in-law Richard Labelle, sister-in-law Denise (Daniel) Gé-
linas, brother-in-law André (Christine) Labelle, brother-in-law Rev. Jacques Labelle (Dwayne
Carte); numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Predeceased by his parents Melvin and Tillie
(nee Schmidt) Fister, father-in-law Lucien Labelle, sister-in-law Sandy Fister and brother-in-
law Claude Audette. Memorial donations in Lester’s memory can be given to Canadian Mental
Health Association Saskatchewan Division, 2702 12th Avenue Regina, SK, S4T 1J2 and Diabe-
tes Canada, 919B Albert Street Regina, SK, S4R 2P6.



